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Korea Talks Snag 
On U.S. Aid Plans 



Park Asks 
Agnew for 
Specifics 

By Lee Lescaze 

Washington Post Poreirn Service 



SEOUL, Aug. 26 (Wednes- 
day) — Vice President Spiro 
T. Agnew and South Korean 
President Chung Hee Park 
met again this morning at a 
hastily scheduled breakfast 
after unexpected misunder- 
standings developed in their 
talks yesterday. 



Agnew and Park emerged 
from almost eight hours to- 
gether in two sessions yester- 
day with no public statements 



except a terse Korean an- 
nouncement that the talks 
had been "sincere and frank” 
and repeated no comments 
from American officials. 



Agnew told waiting report- 
ers in his hotel lobby at one 
point during the day that the 
talks were going "very well." 
However, American and Ko- 
rean sources said that they did 
not 



All accounts of the meeting 
agreed that Agnew was unpre- 
pared for the specific ques- 
tioning he received from Pres- 
ident Park on what action 
America will take to bolster 
the Korean armed forces in 
compensation for the with- 
drawal of 20,000 American 
troops now based here. 

The Korean leader refused 
to accept Agnew’s general ref- 
erences to Increased American « 
military aid and listened im-l 
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which made the 

drawal necessary 

cording to Korean sources. 

After Agnew had finished 
his opening statement at what 
was scheduled to be a two- 
hour meeting with Park, the 
Koreans began close question- 
ing aimed at pinning the 
United States to grants of spe- 
cific numbers of dollars and 
weapons. 

The talks, which began with 
only Agnew, Park and inter- 
preters present, were enlarged 
to include aides on both sides, 
including US. Ambassador 
William J. Porter and Korean 
Foreign Minister Choi Kyuha. 
At intervals, American offi- 
cials said, the American and 
Korean delegations huddled in 
separate rooms before resum- 
ing their confrontation. 

It was evident that some Ko- 
rean officials were not en- 
tirely unhappy about the 
snags that embarrassed 
new on the first stop of his 
tour. 

See AGNEW, A12, Col. 2 



South Korea Presses Agnew 
For Specifics on Military Aid 



AGNEW, From A1 

One official went out of his 
way to tell an American 
reporter that Agnew had had 
to check with the White House 
for further instructions. 

This the official indicated, 
was proper retribution for the 
United States having taken 
Korean needs too lightly. 

Koreans make it clear that 
they feel the United States 
has moved too quickly in an- 
nouncing the withdrawal of 
more than a third of its force 
here before next July. “Kore- 
ans understand the Nixon 
doctrine,’* one source re- 
marked. “They just don’t feel 
it should apply to Korea.*' 

Again and again In conver- 
sations here, Koreans speak of 
a special relationship between 
the United States and Korea 
forged during the Korean war. 
Seoul foreign policy for the 
last 20 years has been built 
from the base of close ties 
with the United States. 

Korean leaders point out 
with mixed pride and chagrin 
that this country is perhaps 
unique among American-aided 
nations in the absence of 
“Yankee go home” signs. The 
reward for that absence 
should be special considera- 
tion, they believe. 

Agnew began his visit to 
Korea by announcing that 
America will shift a wing of 
F-4 Phanton jets here from 
Japan and will soon give the 
Seoul government S-2 planes 
specially designed for detec- 
tion of enemy ships at sea. 

However, it became quickly 
apparent when Agnew met 
with President Park yesterday 



that these promises had not 
taken the edge off Korean 
anxiety. 

Park produced a list of wea- 
ponry that he wants for his air 
force, navy and army and 
asked Agnew to discuss it with 
him item by item. American 
officials refused tq comment 
of the topics discussed but ac- 
knowledged that the Koreans 



had been unexpectedly spe- 
cific. 

Agnew said publicly before 
arriving in Asia to reassure 
U.S. allies: I am not carrying 
any specific new instructions 
or innovations that have not 
already been comunicated to 
the foreign leaders.*' 

The Koreans evidently 
wanted him to put his high- 
level stamp of approval on de- 
cisions that Washington is not 
yet ready to make. 

Although it is unlikely that 
Agnew will have to change his 
schedule to answer further 
questions at his next three 
stops as he has done here, Tai- 



wan, South Vietnam and Thai- 
land share with South Korea a 
general uneasiness about 
American withdrawals from 
Asia. 

After the six-hour working 
session in President Park’s 
Blue House offices, the Ko- 

government issued a 

ment saying: “At the 

meeting, the two leaders ex- 
plained their own fundamen- 
tal positions concerning the 
plans of modernizing the Re- 
public of Korea army and of 
reducing a part of the U.S. 
forces stationed in Korea 
which are mutual concerns of 
both nations.” The statement 
added that they had “exchang- 
ed their sincere and frank 
opinions.’* 

The Korean government 
statement after the hour and 
45-minute dinner meeting 
listed the guests at the ban- 
quet and gave notice that 
Agnew had changed his sched- 
ule this morning to meet Park 
for breakfast 



